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From the President
Hello ASCE St. Louis Section!
 
I'm so excited to be starting my term
serving you as President! This marks my
7th year on the Board of Directors, and
even more years as a part of the Section,
working alongside all of our dedicated
officers, directors, committees, and

institute chapter chairs.
 
As many of us always say, ASCE runs on volunteers, and I want to
kick things off by thanking each and every one of you for your
contributions, big and small. Your dedication is what keeps us
moving forward. Whether you’ve helped with a committee, a
program, or an event, your commitment ensures our Section
continues to thrive and to serve the civil engineering community.
 
I want to take a moment to also acknowledge our outgoing
president, Melantha Norton. Thank you for your steady guidance
this past year. I’ve been following in Melantha’s footsteps for years
and always appreciate her mentorship – both personally and
professionally. She’s helped our Section move FORWARD in so
many ways! I also want to recognize Chris Toenjes as he finishes
his term on the Board. Chris, your years of service have been
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invaluable, and it’s been a joy to serve with you. We will certainly
miss you on our monthly board meetings.
 
Speaking of great leaders, it was wonderful to host Marsha
Anderson Bomar, our incoming ASCE Society President, on her
visit to Saint Louis University recently. We had a fantastic turnout
from our student chapters, and it was inspiring to hear about
Marsha’s personal ASCE story. Events like this truly show the
strength and excitement of our future civil engineers!
 
I closed our annual dinner with a single word for the coming year—
ELEVATE. I'm challenging each of you to find just one way to
elevate this year. This could mean:

Mentoring a younger engineer.
Joining a Section-level committee.
Sharing your expertise at a meeting.
Simply stepping outside your comfort zone a little bit!

Every single action, no matter how small, strengthens our Section and advances our profession.
Please continue to stay involved and engaged! If you're looking for a way to jump in, please fill out
our volunteer interest form to see how you can get more involved.
 
I'm truly looking forward to working alongside you as we ELEVATE ourselves, our Section, and our
community this year.
 
Melissa Rettig
2026 St. Louis Section President

Learn about Great Streets at the October Section Luncheon
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East-West Gateway Council of Governments (EWG) launched the St. Louis Great
Streets Initiative in early 2006 to expand the way communities think of their streets.
Rather than viewing a roadway project as solely a way to move more cars and trucks
faster, the goal of the St. Louis Great Streets Initiative is to trigger economic and social
benefits by centering communities around interesting, lively and attractive streets that
serve all modes of transportation. Since 2007, EWG has continued to provide scalable
planning assistance in Missouri and Illinois across a diversity of places.
 
Paul Hubbman will provide an overview of the history of the Great Streets Initiative,
highlighting how lessons from past projects inform the program’s ongoing evolution. He
will also discuss how this historical perspective is shaping preparations for two upcoming
projects, as well as guiding early planning for the program’s most complex undertaking
yet, already selected for the next project cycle.
 
East-West Gateway developed the Digital Design Guide. This guide includes articles and
recommended resources on many different topics relating to Great Streets.
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Register for the event!

Register by October 7th
 
Maggie Cox, Programs Chair

When: Tue, October 14th @ 12:00 pm
 
Where: Il Monastero Banquet Center, Saint Louis
University
 
Registration at 11:30 am, lunch served at 11:45 am,
and program begins at 12:00 pm. One (1) PDH is
available from this program.

Special thanks to our venue hosts SLU School of Science
and Engineering at Saint Louis University

Call for Section volunteers

We’re on the lookout for passionate members
to step into leadership roles on our
committees. Volunteering means developing
leadership skills, building your network, and
making a real impact in our Section. Don’t just
be a member—be the difference! Connect with
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a Board member or Section volunteer to get
started

We're also specifically looking to fill the chair positions for the Diversity & Inclusion
Committee and Student Involvement Committee!

Government Advocacy
Membership Champion
Pre-College (K-12) Outreach
Student Involvement Outreach
Sustainability
Specialty Institutes & Groups
Annual Dinner & Awards

Communications & Website
Diversity & Inclusion
Fundraising
History & Heritage
Life Members
Programs
Scholarships

View Section Contacts & Committees

2027 Kansas & Missouri Report Card Informational Session

Join us for a virtual information session on
the upcoming 2027 Missouri & Kansas
Infrastructure Report Cards!
 
In 2018, Missouri & Kansas released their
last "Infrastructure Report Cards",
assigning letter grades to the quality and
reliability of multiple categories of
essential infrastructure. These categories
include roads, bridges, drinking water,

levees, stormwater, transit, rail, aviation, ports, and energy.
 
As volunteers, you will select an infrastructure category to research, use public
databases and funding information, and write a report on how the infrastructure has
changed in your given state. ASCE members will then use these reports to compile the
state's "Report Card", and present the information to the public and state legislators.
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This is an awesome opportunity to learn more about Missouri's infrastructure, the
infrastructure funding process, and get involved with ASCE government relations. As an
added bonus, section writers are eligible for 7 PDHs from ASCE.
 
Interested in volunteering? Fill out the interest form below, and sign up for the
informational virtual luncheon on October 8th!

Register for this event

2025 Annual Awards Dinner

On September 19th, #asceSTL convened its Annual Awards Dinner at Maggiano’s Little
Italy to recognize scholarship recipients and to honor the professional achievements of
its members. Section President Melantha Norton formally welcomed attendees to an
evening dedicated to academic excellence and professional distinction. Ten (10)
students were recognized for their accomplishments. The program also featured the
presentation of various Section awards. In addition, outgoing ASCE Region 7 Governor
Shawnna Erter presided over the installation of the 2025–2026 Board of Direction. The
Section extends its appreciation to outgoing leaders and congratulates incoming Section
President Melissa Rettig who will guide the organization in the year ahead. Congrats to
all award recipients as we're grateful to our members who continue to advance the
mission of ASCE. Future nominations may be submitted online with nominations
accepted annually up until June 15th.

Section Undergraduate Scholarships

Kellen Badgley, Missouri University of
Science & Technology

Kelly Tuong, Saint Louis University

Not pictured: Connor Walsh, Southern Illinois University
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Emily Jones, Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville

Mason Sledge, University of Missouri -
Columbia

Alizadeh Geotechnology Scholarships

1st Place, Jessica Frank,
Missouri University of
Science & Technology

2nd Place, Nima Bamjan,
Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville

2nd Place, Jhalakman B C,
Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville

GeoConfluence Research Scholarship & Shamsher Prakash Geotechnical
Scholarship



Shamontee Aziz, University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign

Aaron Perez Araya, University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign

ASCE Region 7 Awards

Professional Progress Award, Jordan
Pettibone, Lochmueller Group

Outstanding Younger Member, Alicia
Padilla, Special Inspections & Design



Outstanding Student Member, Brooke
Rogers, Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville

Outstanding Student Member, Garrett
Coggin, Missouri University of Science &
Technology

Section Awards

Professional Recognition
Award, Jianpeng Zhou,
Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville

Young Engineer Award,
Jacob Mette, Lochmueller
Group

Outstanding Faculty Advisor
Award, Sarah Orton,
University of Missouri -
Columbia

Project of the Year Award

Civil engineering excellence within the St. Louis Section is recognized annually with the
selection of the Project of the Year Award. The Award is given for achievement (not to
an individual) so that the many individuals who have worked on the project are
recognized as having contributed. Basis for the award is “an engineering project that
demonstrates the greatest engineering skills and represents the greatest contribution to
civil engineering progress and mankind.” This year’s Project of the Year Award goes to
the Deer Creek Flood Mitigation. The project team is the City of Brentwood (owner),
Jacobs (engineer), and NAVIGATE Building Solutions (contractor).



Installation of 2026 Board of Directors



L-R: Anne Werner, Stephen Noeth, Nichole Witushynsky, Melissa Rettig, Melantha
Norton, and Shawnna Erter (past R7 Governor). Not pictured: Shari Cunningham,
Tony Roth

Past President Recognition to Melantha
Norton

Passing of the Gavel to Melissa Rettig

More information on Section Awards

Register now for the 2025 Structural & GeoConfluence!
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Register now for this #asceSTL event!

Inspiring innovative infrastructure at 2025 Convention

Join engineers in Seattle this fall for ASCE’s flagship
event, ASCE 2025 Convention. This will explore themes
like sustainable infrastructure, resilience, emerging
technologies, climate adaptation, and AI in civil
engineering. Attendees can earn up to 15 PDHs,
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participate in technical tours, hear from industry leaders,
and engage in cross-disciplinary sessions.
 
Learn more at convention.asce.org.

September Section Luncheon

#asceSTL was excited to cohost our September
Luncheon with the Engineers Club of St. Louis.
We had the pleasure of hearing from various
project members about the bios, solids facility
upgrades at the Bissell Point and Lemay
Wastewater Treatment Plants.
 
Thanks for joining us!
 

Geo-Institute (G-I) St. Louis Chapter

G-I STL Chapter wins Best Chapter
The Geo-Institute Local Involvement Committee has
selected Geo-Institute St. Louis Chapter as the recipient
of the 2025 Best Chapter Award, with final approval
from the G-I Board of Governors. This recognition
highlights the incredible efforts of our Chapter in
supporting the geotechnical engineering profession.
Congratulations to our dedicated team at G-I STL
Chapter who contributed to this achievement! If you, or
someone you know, are interested in growing your
network and developing leadership skills, we encourage

you to connect with any member of our leadership team!

Quarterly Get-Together Technical Discussion (Slope
Stability - State of Practice)
 
Speakers: Open Discussion Lead by John Shively
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Topic: Informal discussion about slope stability, things to watch out
for, and common practice. Learn from some of the most
experienced slope stability engineers, over a beer. Please consider
joining, even if you are not a geotechnical engineer, but work with
retaining walls or slope stability type projects.
 
Please RSVP your planned attendance, and invite other
geotechnical engineers (maybe a younger engineer who is not yet
involved in ASCE) who you believe might benefit from sitting in this
discussion
 

If interested, please contact Travis Kassebaum or Beya Kazadi!

Register for the event!

RSVP by emailing Beya Kazadi
 
Beya Kazadi, Secretary & Treasurer

When: Thu, October 9th @ 5:00 pm CT
 
Where: Schlafly Bottleworks - 7260 Southwest Ave,
St. Louis, MO 63143

Adopt an Engineer
 
Students: We are looking to engage with students who have
interest in geotechnical/geological/environmental profession, or
who simply would like to understand more about the profession.
Connect with professionals, young and seasoned, from various
sectors, in one-on-one calls to ask questions and learn more about
the industry.
 
Professionals: Volunteer an hour of your time to meet with
students and help answer questions they might have. Discuss what

you do in your industry, what a typical day looks like, what courses were the most beneficial, etc. An
opportunity to give back to the student organizations!
 
Share the QR code to those who may be interested.

Register here for this program!

Upcoming G-I Events

Quarterly Technical Discussion
Thu, Oct 9th, 5-6:30pm
Schlafly Bottleworks

Structural & GeoConfluence
Wed, Nov 5th, 8am-5pm
River City Casino

G-I STL Chair
Travis Kassebaum, P.E.,
M.ASCE
Terracon
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2026 Multi-Region Leadership Conference - Call for Sponsors

The 2026 ASCE Multi-Region Leadership Conference
(MRLC) will be hosted in Chicago by the Illinois Section
Younger Member Group. Visit Leader Training Committee
or Committee on Younger Members websites for updates!
 
Consider sponsoring the 2026 CRYMC!
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VIEW PARTNER JOB POSTINGSJOBS CORNER

STORMWATER ENGINEERING MANAGER
 
City of Ladue - Ladue, MO

GEOTECHNICAL STAFF ENGINEER
 
SCI Engineering, Inc. - St. Charles, MO, O'Fallon, IL

MULTIPLE ADJUNCT TEACHING POSITIONS
 
University of Missouri–St. Louis (UMSL) - St. Louis, MO
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