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Engineers Day
At the Missouri State Capitol
February 4, 2026 | 9:00 a.m. | Jefferson City, MO
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Save the Date
February 17,2026

Engineering Artificial Creativity: Lessons from Three Decades
of Generative Al Innovation

Cenerative Al did not begin with text-to-image or language models—it began with
attempts to make neural systems think creatively. In this talk, Dr. Stephen Thaler offers
a behind-the -scenes look at the engineering evolution of his patented Creativity
Machine and DABUSarchitectures, which inspired many principles now central to
modern generative systems. He will discuss the key algorithms that allow neural
networks to bootstrap new ideas, detect utility within their own outputs, and adapt to
chaotic environments. Engineers will come away with a practical appreciation for the
role of instability, topology, and internal feedback in designing truly inventive
machines

SPEAKER Dr. Stephen L. Thaler
President and CEO
Imagination Engines, Inc.

Dr. Stephen L. Thaler is the President and CEO of Imagination
Engines, Inc, and the inventor behind the Creativity Machine®
and DABUS (Device for the Autonomous Bootstrapping of
Unified Sentience) architectures—systems that arguably
achieve creativity, cognition, and sentience through vast
networks of self -organizing neural modules. Holding a PhD. in
physies, Dr. Thaler began his career in the defense and
aerospace sectors, where he developed advanced
technologies in laser systems, stealth, and diamond film
deposition before turning his focus to machine intelligence.
Over the past three decades, Dr. Thaler has authored dozens
of foundational patents in generative Al establishing core
principles in autonomous invention and machine
consciousness. His pioneering work in noise-driven idea
generation, synaptic degradation, and internally evaluative
neural networks continues to influence how engineers and
researchers understand creativity and cognition in artificial
systems.
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